Tra-la-la: “Happpeee Buurrrrtttdddaaayyy to Grand Ole’ GRACY!” ~ 14 years old Today!

   After 3 days of mist 'n showers that followed our hot-sunny week-end, this morning's low temperature was at 53.8° and the sun is breaking through with the hopes that the weather predictions of at least 10 days of sunny nice weather is now here. Last week-end we nearly finished off the projects for the garden & flower beds & our Homestead Dahlia Gardens (over 500 varieties); we are already starting to enjoy fresh fruit from the cherry trees and our Josta, Mull, Red-Raspberries....I popped one gooseberry in my mouth that was just starting to turn color; OH MY! (spit/spew), 'not ready yet'! 

   This Breakfast Club Newsletter that is now sent to over 60 recipients nearly daily all over the world is LATE this morning. I know, but I have been snapping pictures of our 'BIRTHDAY GIRL', as Gracy is 14 yrs. old - today! -- In human years that equates from 69 to 98 years - depending upon which theory you subscribe to - The equations abound when converting a dogs age to human from 7 yrs to 10.5 years for the 1st 2 years and then 4 years per for each there after.....'confused yet'? 

   Our spirited ole’ grand-dame gal, Gracy (Ch. Acton’s Gracy blubyu v Grimloc) was born 14 years ago on June 15, 1992. 

   Even if she has suffered & recovered well from 3 mini-strokes in the last 8 months; she still canvasses our ranch several times daily with alertness and enthusiasm. And, heaven help me; if I get out a shotgun and say ‘Gracy, let’s go get a bird’; I had better be out of the door-way to avoid her stampede. And, yes she is an avid hunter that will point ‘n hold birds, as many of her offspring do as well. Although, without a gun; she will lick ‘n mother the smallest kitten, chick, bunny, foals ‘n you better stand back if there is a child around as they are in for a Gracy kiss & closeness. But, there is a definite snooty Queen-like nature to her also! (‘oh yeah’, you’d think that she was related to the British Royal Family!) Everyone’s loving pets names evolve to a group of nick-names and one of Grace’s is Madame Grace (to reflect her regal attitude), then there is "Piddles" (not to be mis-taken EVER for any lack of house-breaking manners)...and when we want her undivided attention, especially in the show ring – a hummm ‘n a softly spoken "get dah moooo cow" enlivens her every corpuscle into a striking pose for the judge. (And, a few of you may even know what else we say!)
   As if we have not said this a thousand times, it comes again from the heart  – Thanks to Christine & Roger Parker for being the breeders of Gracy. Chris ‘n Roger showed Gracy’s mom Ch. Acton’s Heavans to Betsy to the breeds top female & then bred her to produce this litter to the breed’s top male Ch. Jumpin Jack Flash. This started a great legacy of a line of ever-winning AmStaffs that now infiltrate numerous bloodlines for a perfection in conformation & loving temperament. 

   And; Special Hugs also go out to her great-great-grand-children who share her birth-date: Aust. Ch. Ace's High of Stafface, Gino B Gualano, Drive-N Ms Dais-E, Roxy Music plus the others from that litter that was born June 15th, 2002; the same day as Grace's 10th Birthday.
   Here is hoping y’all have a SUPER day like we, Gracy ‘n all of the other critters here  will; Best to y’all, Glenn & Mike – Grimloc American Staffordshire Terriers – Yoncalla, Oregon USA – PH: (541)849-2400

Our AmStaffs: www.grimloc.net ; and our dahlias: www.homestead.grimloc.net
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“We prefer ‘natural’ poses, 14 years old ‘n still lookin’ pretty dern good. ‘n here’s a LICK for YOU!”

These juxtaposition pictures were snapped around our ranch on this big ‘day’, I tried to get action shots ‘cause she still runs with tail a waggin’ & a gleeful smile on her ever-lovin’ face; for y’all;  – didn’t happen!
